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Upcoming Events 

 

Annual Lobster Boil 
 

 
 

It’s Lobster Time Again!! 
Saturday, June 10, 2006, 6:30 for 7pm 
Fluvarium, St. John’s 
 
The highlight of the Section’s social 
calendar will be held this year on 
Saturday, June 10, beginning at 6:30 for 
7:00 PM. Once again, the location is the 
Fluvarium  with its pleasant decor and 
great outdoor gallery. The weather, of 
course, is expected to cooperate for those 
who wish to wander outside in the early 
evening. If you don’t wish to partake of 
the fresh, succulent Newfoundland and 
Labrador lobster as your main course, an 
alternate choice; a roast beef dinner will 
be offered. Vegetarian fare will also be 
available. Your choice will have to be 
made when you purchase your ticket so 
the caterer, Michel’s Bakery, can 
prepare and provide as requested. Please 
bring your ticket with you to identify  

 
which meal you have ordered and to 
enter in the door prize draw.  
 
The menu: All choices include 2 drink 
tickets for wine, beer or spirits, roll, 
butter, coffee or tea, and mixed berry tart 
for dessert. Remember to specify your 
choice when you purchase.  
 
Choice #1: Lobster with vegetable 
medley, baked potato and garlic butter 
Choice #2: Roast beef dinner with 
vegetable medley and mashed potato 
Choice #3: Vegetable stir fry with rice 
 
Prices remain the same as last year: 
$20 each for IEEE members, who may 
bring one guest for an additional $20;  
$30 each for non-members   
 
For tickets, contact Dennis Peters 
(dpeters@engr.mun.ca) or any member 
of the executive. Tickets have to be 
purchased by Sunday, June 4 so that we 
can tell Michel’s how many to feed.  
 
 See you there!  
 
NECEC 2006 
Thursday, November 9, 2006 
Holiday Inn, Portugal Cove Road 
 

Planning is well underway for the next 
Newfoundland Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Conference. The conference 
chair for NECEC 2006 is Gerard 
Dunphy of Newfoundland Hydro.  The  

 
technical committee is chaired by Dr. 
Eric Gill from Memorial University. 
 
 
Check for further details and deadlines at 
http://necec.engr.mun.ca. 

 
Past Events 

 
IEEE Canada Meetings 

The spring meeting of IEEE Canada 
(Region 7) took place May 5-7, 2006 in 
Ottawa.  The Region meets twice 
annually to discuss activities and 
developments relevant to IEEE Canada.  
In addition to Region business these 
meetings provide a valuable networking 
opportunity for the IEEE Canada 
community in which we are able to share 
information and ideas between Sections.  
Our Chair and Vice-Chair attended these 
meetings and were pleased to report that 
we continue to have a thriving and 
vibrant section.  In our report we 
highlighted some of the activities that we 
have been involved in over the last six 
months as well as upcoming events. 

Prior to our business meeting, there was 
training provided on Membership 
Development and Finances.  Following 
the training, break-out sessions were 
held with the purpose of developing an 
action plan for three key priorities 
determined at our Fall 2006 meeting.  

Highlights Upcoming 
IEEE Night 
Awards 
 

Lobster Boil 
NECEC 2006 
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·  Demonstrating Value to Members 
·  Raising the Profile of IEEE and 

Public Awareness of IEEE Canada 
·  Supporting Creation of an Improved 

Technical Product 
 
Out of each of these sessions, 3-4 
recommendations and accompanying 
action plans were prepared for review by 
the IEEE Executive.  These included 
enhancing networking opportunities to 
members, creating relationships in the 
community with media and school 
systems, improving local technical 
events, and introducing additional 
conferences. 

Our meeting included reports from the 
executive and committees of the region, 
review and audit committee report of the 
budget for 2005 and proposed budget for 
2006, and presentations from IEEE 
USA, EIC, and Technical Activities 
Board (TAB).  Also, two candidates for 
2007 President-Elect, Lewis M. Terman 
and John Vig, attended our meetings, 
presented their vision of IEEE and 
proposals, and participated in a Q&A 
session.   Both candidates have extensive 
experience within IEEE.  Information 
about the candidates will be available on 
the IEEE Annual Election web page at 
http://www.ieee.org/elections.  Your 
vote helps select tomorrow's leaders of 
the IEEE.  We encourage you to stay 
informed about the election and learn 
about the candidates so you will be ready 
to make your voice heard during the 
balloting period.  

In addition, we would like to 
congratulate the South Saskatchewan, 
Southern Alberta, and Victoria Sections, 
all of whom are celebrating their 50th 
anniversary this year. 

Our next meeting will be held September 
15-17, 2006 in Mississauga, Ontario. 

 
IEEE/WISE Admiralty House 
Tour 
 

Within IEEE, Women in Engineering 
(WIE) was created to promote 
achievements of women professionals in 
fields of interest to IEEE and provide 
networking and other opportunities for 
these members.   In Newfoundland and 
Labrador we currently have a group, 

Women in Science and Engineering 
(WISE-NL) that has these same goals 
and objectives.  A liaison between IEEE 
and WISE has been created to provide 
support and enhance communications 
between both groups. 
 
On May 11, 2006, the IEEE Section and 
WISE hosted a joint tour of Admiralty 
House Museum and Archive in Mount 
Pearl.  Located on the site of a former 
British Navy telegraphy station, the 
museum has several exhibits on the 
history of the area; the history of 
aviation, radio and telegraphy in 
Newfoundland; Marconi’s historic trans-
Atlantic wireless transmission; and 
more.  The building also houses an 
amateur radio display and radio room 
operated by SONRA, the Society of 
Newfoundland Radio Amateurs. 

 
Section Executive 

Update 
 
The following list represents the Section 
Executive as of January 2006: 
 
Chair – Kathleen Chafe 
Past Chair – Mike Janes  
Vice-Chair – Eric Gill 
Treasurer – Paul Thorburn  
Secretary – John Pitt 
Membership Development – Cheng Li 
Awards & Scholarships –  

Octavia Dobre 
Technical Activities – Gerard Dunphy 
Student Activities – Dennis Peters 
Women in Engineering (WIE) –  

Lori Hogan 
Graduates of the Last Decade (GOLD) –  

Lori Hogan 
Webmaster – Brian Kidney   
Student Branch Chair, Society A –  

Jonathan Anderson  
Student Branch Chair, Society B –  

Rob Coish 
Newsletter Editors –  

Lori Hogan and Mike Janes 
 
The executive extends its congratulations 
to Jonathan Anderson on his graduation 
from the Computer Engineering program 
and wishes him every success in his 
graduate student work at Memorial 
University.   A replacement for his 
student co-chair position, which he has 

admirably filled, will be made in the near 
future. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
invite anyone interested in volunteering 
some time to the Section to please 
contact any executive member.  We are 
always seeking out new faces, fresh 
ideas and novel approaches to serving 
our members! 

Awards 
 
Term 3/6 Electrical-Computer 
Engineering Scholarships 
 

The IEEE NL Section ECE Scholarships 
have been awarded yearly to two full-
time undergraduate students in Term 3 
and Term 6, respectively. In fall 2005, 
the Term 3 scholarship was awarded to 
Samuel Cove, and the Term 6 
scholarship was won by Melissa 
Robinson. Both have been active 
participants in the IEEE NL Section 
Student Branch activities, Engineering 
Week, NECEC conference, and other 
initiatives. 

 
Melissa Robinson receives her 
scholarship from Dr. Eric Gill 

 

 
Samuel Cove receives his scholarship 

from Dr. Eric Gill 

The scholarship winners are well 
deserving of congratulations and best 
wishes for every success in their future 
endeavors. 
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Please note that in the upcoming Fall 
2006 semester only applications for the 
Term 6 scholarship will be solicited.  
The junior scholarship, normally offered 
in the fall as well, has been moved to 
Term 4 Summer semester.  It is hoped 
that by moving the timing of the 
scholarship, more students will be 
eligible to apply. 

 
IEEE Canadian Foundation 
Scholarship 
 

In April 2006, Robert Coish was 
awarded the IEEE Canadian Foundation 
Scholarship. Robert is an electrical 
engineering student who has been 
involved in the student branch of the 
IEEE NL Section since first joining in 
2003. He has been an active participant 
in the NECEC conference, PEGNL 
National Engineering and Geosciences 
Week Bridge Building competition, 
McNaughton Centre project, and other 
initiatives. Currently, he is the Executive 
Chair of the IEEE NL Section Student 
Branch.  
 
IEEE Canada Vehicular 
Technologies Awards Travel 
Grant 
 

Congratulations to Dilan Amarasinghe, a 
PhD student in electrical engineering at 
Memorial, for winning the IEEE Canada 
Vehicular Technologies Awards 2005 
Travel Grant.  The award is sponsored 
by the IEEE Canadian Foundation for 
IEEE student members in Canada 
attending Canadian Universities or 
Colleges who wish to attend and present 
a paper at a Vehicular Technologies 
Conference or other IEEE Conference 
related to Vehicular Technologies.  The 
grant covers 50% of all travel expenses 
up to a maximum of $1200.  Dilan 
attended the IEEE Conference on 
Control Applications in Toronto, Aug. 
29-31, 2005, and presented a paper based 
on his research. 
 
Term 8 Student Project Awards 
 

The annual IEEE Student Night, held in 
early April, was again a great success. 
This annual event is put off by the 
members of the IEEE Student Branch to 
congratulate the graduating 

electrical/computer engineering class as 
they present their final term projects. 
The ECE Term 8 class is required to 
produce a final project to demonstrate 
the skills and knowledge obtained 
throughout their post-secondary 
education. IEEE Student Night featured 
three selected presentations, as well as 
tours and demonstrations of the projects 
completed by the students that allowed 
these highly creative and innovative 
projects to be displayed to the public, 
student body and faculty members. A 
reception followed. Everyone enjoyed a 
good night with impressive projects and 
an all around good time.  
 
The IEEE offers a variety of awards 
related to the final-year projects of the 
ECE graduating class. The categories of 
these awards are as follows: (1) Best 
Project Demonstrations, (2) Best Oral 
Presentations, and (3) Overall Best 
Project Report. Depending on the 
category, decisions are reached based on 
peer, industry, and academic evaluations. 
This year the projects were of a very 
high calibre. Winners along with project 
titles were: 
 
Best Project Demonstrations 
(in alphabetical order): 
 
Robert Gardiner – “Precision Automated 
Home Heating System” 
Michael Power – “Design of a Micro-
controller Based Dial-out Electricity 
Meter Reader System” 
Whycliff Russell – “Automotive 
Collision Avoidance 
 
Honorable Mention -- Joel Mercer – 
“Gesture Recognition: Algorithmically 
Developing a Vision” 
 
 

 
Michael Power stands with his project 

display 
 
 

Best Oral Presentations: 
 
1st Prize – Joel Mercer – “Gesture 
Recognition: Algorithmically 
Developing a Vision”  
2nd Prize – Sarah Power – “Design of a 
Micro-controller Based Digital Energy 
Meter” 
3rd Prize – Michael Power – “Design of a 
Micro-controller Based Dial-out 
Electricity Meter Reader System” 

 

 
Joel Mercer receives his award from 

Dr. Wally Reid 

 
Student Branch 

Activities 
 
Within the co-op engineering program at 
Memorial University there are two 
student societies; Society A and Society 
B.  In the past it has been found that 
problems do arise when one group goes 
on a work term and the other returns to 
academic studies; these include 
communicating the current status of 
projects and treasury information 
between the two IEEE executive 
societies as well as the use of resources 
such as the McNaughton Center.  To 
eliminate these problems a new student 
constitution has been developed with a 
single executive structure with members 
of both work term and academic streams 
sitting on the same executive to provide 
an easy flow of information at the 
beginning of each semester. 
 
The Annual Industry Wine and Cheese 
Night provides the opportunity for 
students and industry members to mingle 
in a non-formal environment.  This year 
was a great success with over ten 
companies participating with backdrop 
displays, slides and free swag.  The 
student outcome was positive with many 
senior engineering and graduate students 
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attending the event.  The Student Branch 
is hoping next year will be just as 
successful. 
 
The Student Congress will be held 
September 15-17, 2006.  This year the 
event will be held in Toronto in 
conjunction with the fall board meeting 
and GOLD congress.  This is a great 
opportunity for younger members of the 
executive because is gives them essential 
tools, skills and ideas on how to run and 
maintain a successful IEEE Student 
Branch. 
 
As you can see Memorial’s Student 
Chapter is very busy throughout the 
year. On that note, if you are interested 
in becoming involved with the student 
branch or would like more information, 
please don’t hesitate to send us an email 
(sb.mun@ieee.org).  It’s a great 
opportunity to get involved in the 
world’s largest technical society. 

 
Membership 
Development 

 
The membership development of our 
Section picked up a bit over the past two 
months, after the running of the February 
Service Terminator. As the new 
graduating class finished their program 
and moved out, the student member 
number has not come back to the 
original level. The number of active 
IEEE members by the end of April 31, 
2006 is 119, which includes Life Fellow 
(1), Fellow (1), Senior Member (12), 
Life Member (1), Member (53), 
Associate (3), and Student Member (48). 
 
It’s time to renew your membership for 
2006. You can also renew your 
membership on the half year basis. You 
can do so on-line at 
http://www.ieee.org/renewal 
 
Please contact Cheng Li, Membership 
Development Chair, 
licheng@engr.mun.ca, if you have any 
feedback or questions about 
membership. 

 
 

Senior Member 
Elevation 

 
Membership Development is currently 
reviewing IEEE membership grades and 
would like you to consider applying for 
elevation to Senior Member Grade. 
  
IEEE Bylaw I-105.3 sets forth the 
criteria for elevation to Senior Member 
Grade, as follows: 
"… a candidate shall be an engineer, 
scientist, educator, technical executive or 
originator in IEEE-designated fields. 
The candidate shall have been in 
professional practice for at least ten 
years and shall have shown significant 
performance over a period of at least 
five of those years." 
 
Your educational experience is credited 
toward that time as follows: 3 years for a 
baccalaureate degree in an IEEE-
designated field, 4 years if you hold a 
baccalaureate and master’s degree and 5 
years if you hold a doctorate. 
 
You can find further information about 
requirements and how to apply at 
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/m
d/smprogram.html   
 
Please contact Cheng Li, Membership 
Development Chair, 
licheng@engr.mun.ca, or 737 8972 if 
you have any questions or concerns. 

 
GOLD – Graduates of 

the Last Decade 
 
Do you consider yourself a “young 
professional”?  Or a “recent graduate”?  
If so, then you are GOLD!  The GOLD 
program is meant to address personal 
and professional needs of recent 
graduates (networking, career 
development and exploration, personal 
management) and provide young 
professionals with the opportunities to 
contribute to the engineering community 
and to develop their non-technical skills.   
 
The NL section has started a GOLD 
Affinity group to tackle these issues and 
more.  If you would like to help out or 

have activity suggestions, please contact 
Lori Hogan, GOLD Chair, 
lori.hogan@ieee.org.  For more 
information on GOLD, please check out 
http://www.ieee.ca/gold/ and 
http://www.ieee.org/gold. 

 
New IEEE Member 

Grade, Graduate 
Student Member 

 
Are you a graduate student, soon to be a 
graduate student, or know a graduate 
student?  If so, you may be interested in 
this. The IEEE Board of Directors 
approved the bylaw change that divided 
the IEEE student member grade into two 
categories: graduate student member and 
student member. The new grade allows 
GSMs to vote in IEEE elections and to 
hold office in IEEE Sections, Chapters 
and Affinity Groups.  
 
The basic qualifications are:  
- Bachelors or equivalent degree from a 
recognized institution in an 
IEEE-designated field of interest. 
- Must carry at least 50 percent of a full-
time academic program as a registered 
graduate student in an IEEE-designated 
field. 
 
Objectives of the grade include getting 
GSMs more actively involved in IEEE 
activities and programs, providing 
geographical and technical entities with 
new volunteers and to help reinforce 
benefits of membership to help retain 
these members after graduation.   Dues 
and benefits remain unchanged for 
both grades at this time. 
 
Graduate Student Members also fall into 
the GOLD category and can take 
advantage of the benefits GOLD can 
provide.  For further information, please 
contact Lori Hogan, 
lori.hogan@ieee.org. 
 
 

IEEE:   
Networking The World… 

 


