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Upcoming Events 
 

Annual Lobster Boil 

 
Fri, June 17, 2004 (6:30 for 7:00 PM) 
Location:  Fluvarium, St. John's 
 
The Social Event of the Season! 
 
The highlight of the Section’s social 
calendar will be held this year on Friday, 
June 17, beginning at 7:00 PM. Once 
again, the location is the Fluvarium with 
its pleasant décor and great outdoor 
gallery.  The weather, of course, is 
expected to cooperate for those who 
wish to wander outside in the early 
evening. If you don’t wish to partake of 
the fresh, succulent Newfoundland and 
Labrador lobster as your main course, 
alternate choices of roast beef or 
vegetarian will be offered.  Your choice 
must be made when you purchase your 
ticket so the caterer, Michel’s Bakery, 
can prepare and provide as requested. 
Please bring your ticket with you to 
identify which meal you have ordered 
and to enter in the door prize draws.  
 
Prices remain the same as last year; $20 
each for IEEE members, who may bring 
one guest for an additional $20. Non-
member cost will be $30 each. In 

exchange, you will receive a main 
course, dessert, tea/coffee, and 2 
complimentary libation tickets. This is 
an offer you can’t refuse! 
 
Stay tuned for further information on 
when tickets will be available, from 
whom and the caterer imposed deadline 
for ticket purchase.  See you there!  

 

IEMC 2005 
September 11-14, 2005 
Location: Fairmont Hotel, St. John’s 
Webpage:  http://www.iemc2005.org 
 
We are extremely proud to host the 
International Engineering Management 
Conference (IEMC) in St. John’s 
cosponsored by IEEE and IEE.  IEMC is 
a forum for the exchange of ideas, 
experiences, theories, and knowledge 
between all persons involved in 
engineering management.  We 
encourage attendance from engineers, 
managers, business and management 
consultants, academics and researchers.   
 
The conference theme is “A Strategic 
View of Engineering and Technology 
Management” and includes a wealth of 
topics such as:  
�  Rebuilding from Devastation  
�  Environmental Management 
�  Supply Chain Management 
�  Quality Management & Six-Sigma 
�  Building & Managing High 

Performance Teams 

�  Knowledge Management 
�  Technology/Innovation 

Management 
If you would like to find out more about 
IEMC or EMS, please contact Kathleen 
Chafe (Chafek@ieee.org). 

 
Blackout 2003 
 
Wed, May 25, 2005 (7:00pm) 
Location:  Engineering Boardroom, S. J. 
Carew Building 
 
We would like to invite you to a very 
interesting presentation by Wally Read 
on the cause, repercussions, and lessons 
learned from the August 2003 blackout 
which affected huge portions of the 
North American Eastern Seaboard.   
 

 
Dr. Wallace Read 

 
We guarantee it will be an entertaining 
presentation and will generate a lot of 
lively discussion. 
 

Highlights Upcoming 
IEEE Night 
Awards 
 

Lobster Boil 
Engineering Management Conference 
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Past Events 
 

IEEE Canada Meetings 
The spring meeting of IEEE Canada 
(Region 7) took place from April 29 to 
May 1 in Saskatoon.  The Region meets 
twice annually to discuss activities and 
developments relevant to IEEE Canada.  
The Chair and Vice-Chair of our Section 
attended these meetings and were 
pleased to report that we continue to 
have a thriving and vibrant section.  In 
our report we highlighted some of the 
activities that we have been involved in 
over the last six months as well as 
upcoming events, with focus on IEMC. 

The Region is currently planning for 
Section’s Congress 2005 which will be 
held in Tampa, Florida.  This event is 
held every three years and has 
representation from Sections all over the 
world.  The purpose of this gathering is 
to provide an opportunity for IEEE 
grassroots leadership to network with 
other Section leaders, attend training 
programs, and to develop 
recommendations to guide the future of 
the Institute.  Five of the most important 
issues which will be brought forward by 
Region 7 are: 

 

- Recruiting and retaining volunteers 
- Increase membership in all areas 

(industry, academia, technologists, 
consultants, etc) 

- Retention of graduates 
- Increase public awareness of IEEE 
- Redefine the value of membership 

The regional meeting also included 
reports from the executive and 
committees of the region, review of the 
budget for 2004 and 2005, and 
presentations from IEEE USA. 
 
Director-Elect Candidates 
 
In Saskatoon the three candidates for 
Director-Elect of IEEE Canada were 
given opportunity to present their vision 
for IEEE.   We would like to 
congratulate a member of our executive, 
Gerard Dunphy, on his candidacy. 
Gerard has been extremely active in the 
IEEE for many years holding many 
positions both at the Section and 

Regional level.  Other candidates are 
Eric Holdrinet from the Montreal 
Section and Maike Miller from the 
Ottawa Section; both of whom also have 
extensive experience within IEEE.  
Information about the candidates will 
soon be available on the IEEE Annual 
Election web page at 
http://www.ieee.org/elections. 
 
Your vote helps select tomorrow's 
leaders of the IEEE.  We encourage you 
to stay informed about the election and 
learn about the candidates so you will be 
ready to make your voice heard during 
the balloting period.  
 
If you have any questions about the 2005 
IEEE annual election, please contact 
corp-election@ieee.org 
 

Genesis Centre 
 
The Section’s 2005 technical activities 
program began in January with a tour 
and a series of presentations at Memorial 
University’s Genesis Centre.  The 
Genesis Centre is an incubator that 
allows new entrepreneurs access to 
office space and administrative support, 
and assists with securing startup funding 
for high growth potential enterprises.  
The tour began with a presentation by 
Keelin O’Leary, Centre Director, 
followed by three presentations from 
businesses currently taking advantage of 
the Centre’s services.  Derek Moss of 
Aurum Acoustics spoke about the high-
end speakers and CD player he has 
developed and marketed; Tom Chalker 
of Pixecur Imaging described the image 
management system under development 
by Pixecur; and two principals of Blue 
Ocean Satellite gave a presentation and 
tour of their development facility for 
satellite telemetry products.  
 

Annual General Meeting 
 
The Annual General Meeting took place 
on Wednesday December 8, 2004 at the 
S.J. Carew building. There were 11 
IEEE members present. The Section 
Chair, Mike Janes, noted the changes in 
the governance structure of IEEE 
Canada and outlined IEEE Canada’s 
goals for 2005. Members of the 
executive gave reports covering their 

activities of the past year.   A wine and 
cheese reception followed the meeting. 
 

Awards 
 
Term 3/6 Electrical-Computer 
Engineering Scholarships 
 
In fall 2004, the Term 3 scholarship was 
awarded to Matthew Appleby. Matthew 
has shown a keen involvement in the 
technological community.  His 
participation in NECEC 2004 exposed 
him to many exciting fields of electrical 
and computer engineering and he hopes 
to be able to take a cross-disciplinary 
approach in his career as a professional 
engineer. 
 
The Term 6 scholarship was won by 
Jonathan Anderson.  Jonathan is a 
computer engineering student who has 
been involved in the student branch of 
the IEEE since first joining in 2002.  He 
has been an active participant in the 
McNaughton Centre projects, NECEC 
conferences, Engineering Week, and 
several other Student Branch initiatives.  
Jonathan was elected Student Branch 
Chair in 2003. 
 
Both scholarship winners are well 
deserving of congratulations and best 
wishes for every success in their future 
endeavors. 
 
Term 8 Student Project Awards 
 
The annual IEEE Student Night, held in 
late March, was again a great success.  
This annual event is put off by the 
members of the IEEE Student Society to 
congratulate the graduating 
electrical/computer engineering class as 
they present their final term projects and 
get ready for the next stage of their lives.  
The Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Term 8 class is required to 
produce a final project to demonstrate 
the skills and knowledge obtained 
throughout their post secondary 
education.  IEEE Student Night featured 
three selected presentations, as well as 
tours and demonstrations of the projects 
completed by the students.  The event 
allowed these highly creative and 
innovative projects to be displayed to the 
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public, the student body, facility 
members and judges.  A reception 
followed allowing for some networking 
and relaxation.  Everyone enjoyed a 
good night with impressive projects and 
an all around good time.  We hope the 
event will continue to be successful for 
years to come. 
 
The IEEE offers a variety of awards 
related to the final-year projects of the 
Electrical/Computer Engineering 
graduating class.  The categories of these 
awards are as follows: (1) Best Project 
Demonstrations, (2) Best Oral 
Presentations, and (3) Overall Best 
Project Report.  Depending on the 
category, decisions are reached based on 
peer, industry, and academic evaluations.  
This year the projects were of a very 
high caliber.  Winners along with project 
titles were: 
 
Best Demonstrations  
 
1st Prize – Ajay Sancheti – “A Software 
Suite for a Portable USB Enabled Data” 
2nd Prize – Naeim Semsarilar – “Java 
Decaf - A Tool for Creating Animations” 
“3rd Prize –  Chad Wiseman – “Soft 
Synchronization for a Wind Turbine 
Generator” 
 

 
1st Prize Demo Winner Ajay Sancheti 

 
Best Presentations 
 
1st Prize – Michael Furlong – “A 
Comparative Study of Exploration 
Methods for Multiple Autonomous 
Robots” 
2nd Prize – Chad Wiseman – “Soft 
Synchronization for a Wind Turbine 
Generator” 
3rd Prize – Justin Quinton – “Ocean 
Surface Current Vector Mapping 
system” 
 

 
1st Prize Presentation Winner Michael Furlong 
on right with Wally Read and Kathleen Chafe 

 
IEEE Canada Telus Innovation 
Competition 
 
IEEE Canada and Telus are sponsoring 
an exciting new award competition: The 
IEEE Canada Telus Innovation Award. 
The winning team will take home a 
$10,000 prize in a national competition 
to be held in September in Vancouver.  
This competition is open to IEEE student 
members who are completing or have 
recently completed their final year 
project.  IEEE Canada student members 
in their final academic year of an 
engineering or technology program at a 
Canadian undergraduate institution 
(University or College) are invited to 
enter a significant Information 
Computing and Telecommunication 
(ICT) Technologies project for which 
they are receiving education credits.  
Individuals or teams of up to five are 
encouraged to submit a written report 
about their project to their IEEE Student 
Branch. Branch Counselors are to submit 
their nominee to the Regional 
Competition no later than 1 June 2005.  
Please see 
http://www.ieee.ca/students/telus_award/
index.htm for further information and for 
the registration form.  
 
IEEE PES International 
Student Prize Paper Contest 
 
This contest is sponsored by the IEEE 
Power Engineering Society to encourage 
students in their professional 
development, to stimulate interest in the 
electric power industry, to encourage 
preparation of quality technical papers 
under faculty supervision, and to give 
recognition to the schools and faculties 
that provide guidance in these areas. 

 
The competition is based solely on 
judging of written papers related to the 
electric power industry. The choice of 
suitable topics is limited to the 
following: 
 

·  Renewable energy sources  

·  Alternative power generation  

·  High-reliability power generation, 
transmission, and distribution  

·  Energy-efficient power generation and 
distribution  

·  New technologies for power generation, 
transmission and distribution.  

 
Papers may discuss engineering theory 
and/or applications. The applicability to 
the power industry should be adequately 
presented in the paper. The content of 
the papers may be broadly interpreted 
but each paper must fit into at least one 
of the topic areas cited above. Primary 
criteria in judging papers will be 
technical quality and written 
presentation.  
For more information, please visit 
http://gauss.nmsu.edu/~hsmollec/ieeecon
t.html 
 

Eastern Canada Area 
 
Are you familiar with the geographic 
structure of IEEE?  Geographically, all 
members of IEEE are represented by the 
Regional Activities Board (RAB).  
Worldwide there are ten Regions in 
IEEE, numbered one to ten.  Regions 1-6 
are in the United States, Region 7 is 
Canada, and Regions 8 through 10 
represent the rest of the world.  Regions 
may be geographically subdivided into 
Councils or Areas, which are further 
subdivided into Sections.  Newfoundland 
& Labrador is one Section within IEEE 
Canada (Region 7). 
 
In 2004, IEEE Canada disbanded the 
three Councils that had existed in its 
organizational structure for some time, 
and created three Areas - Eastern Canada 
Area, Central Canada Area, and Western 
Canada Area.  Eastern Canada Area 
comprises the Sections in Ottawa, 
Montreal, Quebec, St. Maurice (Trois 
Rivieres area), New Brunswick, 
Canadian Atlantic (Nova Scotia and 
PEI), and Newfoundland & Labrador. 
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Under the previous Council structure, a 
Council Chair was elected from the 
Sections in that Council.  The Council 
Chair was expected to represent Section 
issues at the Regional level and more or 
less mirrored the organizational structure 
of the Region and Sections, with for 
instance an Awards Chair, Professional 
Activities Chair, Student Activities 
Chair, and so on.  In practice the Council 
had little or no budget and could not 
really act effectively to represent the 
Sections. 
 
In an effort to reduce administrative 
overhead and create a more streamlined 
organizational structure, the Areas were 
formed.  Gerard Dunphy was elected 
Chair of Eastern Canada Area early this 
year.  The mandate of the Area Chair is 
to function as a facilitator to Section 
chairs in coordinating common 
activities, helping the Sections achieve 
their goals, and representing the will of 
the Region Director to the Sections. 
 
The Area has met via teleconference 
once since the beginning of the year and 
Mr. Dunphy also met informally with all 
the Section Chairs while attending the 
Region 7 meeting in Saskatoon.  Some 
issues which he has been involved in 
since the Area was formed are 
membership retention, coordinating 
leadership training among several 
Sections, and right now, starting to plan 
for a lecturer to visit several Sections 
under the IEEE Distinguished Lecturer 
Program.  While it will take some time 
to determine if the Area concept is 
effective, at the very least it has partially 
streamlined the IEEE's organizational 
structure. 
 

Student Branch 
Activities 

 
This year the IEEE Student Branch saw 
the outfitting of the new McNaughton 
Centre, fundraising, volunteering for 
NECEC and resurrecting our "B" 
society. 
 
In keeping with the new, general-
purpose theme of the McNaughton 
Centre, we have moved equipment into 

its new, accessible location and we have 
purchased a printer/copier/scanner for 
the free use of IEEE members. We are 
also considering other purchases to 
enhance the value of Student 
Membership and contribute to students' 
quality of life. 
 
Fundraising this year included selling 
course notes, running hot dog lunches 
and providing Proceedings CDs for 
NECEC (which several members also 
volunteered for). 
 
Other events included the first Lunch 'n' 
Learn that the Branch has seen in a few 
years, which was presented by Dr. 
Howard Heys on the topic of 
cryptography, and the nomination of a 
new executive for Society "B", which 
was in danger of becoming dormant. 
 
Over the next year, the two executives 
hope to work together to solidify the 
branch with a new Constitution. 
 

Membership 
Development 

 
The membership development of our 
section dropped a bit over the past few 
months as student members finished 
their program. The number of IEEE 
members by the end of March 31, 2005 
was 123, which includes Life Fellow (1), 
Fellow (1), Senior Member (12), Life 
Member (1), Member (51), Associate 
(4), and Student Member (53). 
 
Half Price Membership 
 
Dues on new IEEE memberships and 
additional IEEE Society memberships 
are now available at half price through 
15 August 2005. Discounted rates on 
new subscriptions to IEEE publications 
are also available to IEEE members 
during this period. Individual 
memberships and subscriptions become 
active upon payment and continue 
through the remainder of 2005. IEEE 
Societies focus on specific technologies 
such as communications and aerospace 
engineering or focus on general 
technology subjects. There are 122 
publications that may be added to 
membership during this half-year cycle.  

To join IEEE, visit 
http://www.ieee.org/join or 
http://www.ieee.org/renewal 
 
 
Attention Graduates! 
 
If you're about to graduate, update your 
IEEE membership record now with your 
post-graduate or continuing education 
information to ensure your membership 
benefits continue without interruption. 
Visit http://www.ieee.org/graduate. 
 
Senior Member Elevation 
 
Membership Development is currently 
reviewing IEEE membership grades and 
would like you to consider applying for 
elevation to Senior Member Grade. 
  
IEEE Bylaw I-105.3 sets forth the 
criteria for elevation to Senior Member 
Grade, as follows: 
"… a candidate shall be an engineer, 
scientist, educator, technical executive or 
originator in IEEE-designated fields. The 
candidate shall have been in professional 
practice for at least ten years and shall 
have shown significant performance over 
a period of at least five of those years." 
 
Your educational experience is credited 
toward that time as follows:  

- 3 years for a baccalaureate degree 
in an IEEE-designated field 

- 4 years if you hold a baccalaureate 
and masters degree 

- 5 years if you hold a doctorate  
 
You can find further information about 
requirements and how to apply at 
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/m
d/smprogram.html 
 
Please contact Cheng Li, Membership 
Development Chair, 
licheng@engr.mun.ca, or 737-8972 if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 

IEEE:   
Networking The World… 

 


