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Upcoming Events

Annual Lobster Boil

Sat, June 19, 2004 (6:30 for 7:00 PM)
Location:  Fluvarium, St. John's

The highlight of the section’s social
calendar will be held this year on
Saturday evening, June 19.  Once again,
the location is the Fluvarium with its
pleasant décor and great outdoor gallery.
The weather, of course, is expected to
cooperate for those who wish to wander
outside in the early evening. If you don’t
wish to partake of the fresh, succulent
Newfoundland (and Labrador) lobster as
your main course, an alternate choice,
yet to be determined with the caterer,
will be offered. Vegetarian fare will also
be available. Your choice will have to be
made when you purchase your ticket so
the caterer can prepare and provide as
requested.

Prices remain the same as last year,
despite rising costs and rampant inflation
- $20 each for IEEE members, who may
bring one guest for an additional $20.
Non-member cost will be $30 each.  In
exchange, you will receive a main
course, dessert, tea, coffee and 2

complimentary libation tickets. This is
an offer you surely can’t refuse!

Stay tuned for further information on
when tickets will be available, from
whom and the caterer imposed deadline
for ticket purchase.  See you there!

NECEC 2004

Tues, October 12, 2004
Location:  Holiday Inn, St. John’s
Web-page:
ieee.engr.mun.ca/~nlsection/necec

Planning is well underway for the next
NECEC, which this year, due to changes
in the MUN schedule, will take place
about a month earlier than it has in the
past.  The conference chair for NECEC
2004 is Jack Casey from Newfoundland
Power and the technical committee is
chaired by Dr. Eric Gill from Memorial
University.

This year the technical committee is
considering ways to permit 'presentation
only' submissions for the conference,
intended to facilitate presentation of
technical topics that are not amenable to
the full research paper form. Watch for
the Call for Papers for full details.

At press time arrangements for the guest
speakers are not finalized, but it looks
likely that Bill Kennedy, President of
IEEE Canada will be the luncheon

speaker. Check the website for more
details as they become available.

The deadline for abstract submission is
August 27, so get your thinking
caps on and get those abstracts in!

IEMC
September 11-13, 2005
Location: Fairmont Hotel, St. John’s

We are extremely pleased to announce
that our proposal has been approved to
host the 2005 International Engineering
Management Conference (IEMC) in St.
John’s.  This large conference is
affiliated with the Engineering
Management Society (EMS) of IEEE.
We would encourage any members to
become involved in this initiative.  If you
would like to find out more about IEMC,
EMS, or become involved in planning
activities, please contact either Charles
Randell (Charles.Randell@c-core.ca) or
Kathleen Chafe (chafek@ieee.org).

Past Events

IEEE Region 7 Meetings
The spring meeting of IEEE Canada
(Region 7) took place from April 30th to
May 2nd in Niagara Falls, Ontario.  The
region meets twice annually to discuss
activities and developments relevant to
IEEE Canada.  The Chair of our section
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Awards
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(Mike Janes) was pleased to report that
we continue to have a thriving and
vibrant section.  He also highlighted
some of the activities that we have been
involved with over the last six months as
well as upcoming events.

The session also included a membership
development education seminar.  Cheng
Li, our section’s Membership
Development Chair, attended the
seminar on our behalf.  By all accounts
the seminar was a great success and will
be quite useful to our section in terms of
increasing our membership and
delivering more benefits to them.

The regional meeting also included
reports from the executive and
committees of the region.  One of the
more significant was a report outlining
the recommendations of the IEEE
Canada Governance Committee (ICGC)
which was chaired by Dr. Wally Read.
The committee recommended several
major changes to the way in which IEEE
Canada is structured.  Further refinement
of the recommendations will occur over
the next few months and final
recommendations will be presented at
the October meeting of Region 7.

As usual, the regional meeting included
a meeting of the Eastern Canada Council
(ECC), which consists of sections east of
and including Ottawa.  The ICGC report
was discussed in detail during this
meeting.  If the recommendations of the
ICGC report are adopted by Region 7,
the role of the ECC (as well as the
Central and Western Canada Councils)
will change dramatically.

At the Awards Dinners on May 1st, the
Newfoundland and Labrador section
received “Friend on the IEEE” awards
on behalf of two organizations and one
individual.  Aliant and Memorial
University have been primary supporters
of  the IEEE support representing
industry and academia respectively.  In
addition, Yvonne Raymond has been a
unifying force on the NECEC committee
since its inception 15 years ago.  This is
the first time that our section has
formally recognized our supporters and
we wanted to recognize industry,
academic, and individual support for
these inaugural awards.  While there
were three awards this year, it is

anticipated that there will be at most one
award annually in future years thereby
acknowledging the prestige associated
with this award.

Bill Kennedy, President of IEEE Canada
presenting Mike Janes, Chair of NL Section with

“Friend of the IEEE” Awards

NECEC 2003

By all accounts NECEC 2003 was a
resounding success. About 100 people
attended from academia and industry to
view a selection of the over 40 papers
presented on a broad range of topics. The
keynote presentation by Steve Rosenberg
from Cisco Systems discussed the
Alberta SuperNet, which aims to bring
affordable high-speed internet access to
remote parts of Alberta. The luncheon
presentation was by Byron Dawe from
Rutter Technologies.

Bryon Dawe from Rutter Technologies giving
Luncheon Presentation

Two awards were presented at the
conference.  The NECEC 2003 Wally
Read Best Student Paper Award was
awarded to Brian J. Kidney in
recognition of the paper "A Weight
Based Attack on the CIKS-1 Block
Cipher" which he co-authored with
Howard M. Heys and Theodore S.
Norvell.  Also, the inaugural Marconi
Award for Outstanding Section
Contribution was awarded to Doug
Squires in recognition of his contribution

to the IEEE Newfoundland and Labrador
Section over a long period of time during
which he has exhibited leadership,
innovation and steadfastness. The award
includes a an inscription on a perpetual
plaque that will be displayed in the S. J.
Carew building of Memorial University.
Congratulations to both of these
recipients!

Dennis Peters, Chair of NL Section 2003
presenting Doug Squires with the Marconi Award

for Outstanding Section Contribution

Annual General Meeting

High participation at our annual general
meeting was due in large part to the
introduction to three fresh
entrepreneurial start-ups that are making
their presence known not just in
Newfoundland & Labrador but also in
the rest of Canada and even the world.
They included Cathexis Innovations,
VeriFin, and BlueLine Innovations.
Executives from each of these
companies presented an overview of
their companies and outlined their plans
for leading their respective industries.

A wine and cheese reception followed
the presentations and meeting.  It was
acknowledged that the bar has been set
pretty high for future AGMs based on
the quality of the content presented at
this one.

Awards

The academic year 2003-2004 has been
again a busy and satisfying one for the
Awards and Scholarships Committee of
the local IEEE section.    The committee
appreciates all those from the university
community and industry who have been
involved in making some often-difficult
decisions in determining appropriate
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recipients of the varied honours.  The
awards and recipients are highlighted
below.  The Section extends hearty
congratulations to all award winners.

Term 3 and Term 6
Electrical/Computer
Engineering Scholarships

One of the many ways in which the
Newfoundland and Labrador Section
supports and encourages student
involvement in IEEE activities is by
means of scholarships offered to eligible
students in Term 3 and Term 6 of the
Electrical or Computer Engineering
Programs at Memorial University.
These scholarships, in addition to
increasing student interest in IEEE are
intended to aid promising students in
their ability to succeed at he
undergraduate level while encouraging
them to think seriously about their
professional goals.  The awards, valued
at $1000, are administered by Memorial
University in the fall of each academic
year and applications should be made to
the Awards Chair, Newfoundland and
Labrador Section by October 1.  Details
may be found on the Section’s website.

This year’s recipient of the Term 3
Scholarship was Mr. Robert Coish.
Robert was the class president and
actively promoted IEEE membership.
He also printed and sold text material as
a fundraiser for the IEEE student branch.
He was invited by Irving Paper to speak
at a meeting of young engineers and one
of the topics of his speech was the
benefits of being an IEEE member.
Robert is pursuing a degree in Electrical
Engineering and remains committed to
the IEEE Student Branch.

This year’s recipient of the Term 6
Scholarship was Mr. Stephen Northcott.
Since Term 3, Stephen has been the
Treasurer of the IEEE Student Branch
“B”.  He has been an important
participant in the NECEC 2001
conference, the Marconi Crystal Radio
contest, IEEE night, and various
fundraising ventures.  He has also
attended an IEEE Leadership Training
workshop and has played an integral role
in training the junior executive.

Term 8 Student Project Awards

The IEEE offers a variety of awards
related to the final-year projects of the
Electrical/Computer Engineering
graduating class.  The categories of these
awards are as follows: (1) Best Project
Demonstrations, (2) Best Oral
Presentations, and (3) Overall Best
Project Report.  Depending on the
category, decisions are reached based on
peer, industry, and academic evaluations.
This year several of the projects were of
a very high calibre.   Eventual winners
along with project titles were:

Best Demonstrations (in alphabetical
order)

Trevor Armstrong - A Software
Engineer's Digital Log
Christopher O'Keefe - Kronos
Mutema Pittman - HF Radar Receiver

Best Presentations

Peter King (1st Prize) – Blended
Navigation for Small Marine Models
Mutema Pittman (2nd Prize) – HF Radar
Receiver
Richard Haigh (3rd Prize) –
Demystifying the Tone of Guitar Tube
Amplifiers

The presentations were judged and
ranked by a distinguished panel of
individuals consisting of Dr. Stuart
Inkpen from INSTRUMAR, Mr. Jim
Haynes from NL Hydro, Mr. Doug
Squires (past treasurer of IEEE) and Dr.
Dennis Peters, MUN.  Special thanks go
to these people for their commendable
work.

Convocation Award

This award, which consists of a
certificate and a cash prize, is presented
at the Spring Convocation to a
graduating student in the Faculty of
Engineering and Applied Science
(Electrical and Computer Engineering
Program) who has had a consistently
good academic record in the professional
courses required for the degree and who
has made a significant contribution to the
Faculty and to the IEEE student branch.
This year’s recipient is Mr. Sheldon

Andrews, a Computer Engineering
Graduate.  Since becoming a member in
Term 3 of his programme, Mr. Andrews
has been enthusiastically involved in all
activities of the Student Branch while
maintaining a high academic standing.
He helped organize promotional events
which allowed local businesses to
interact with the engineering student
body.  He has regularly attended IEEE
technical meetings and was Branch
President (Society A) for two years.  Mr.
Andrews is expecting to work in an
high-tech environment with a local
company – we wish him all the best in
his career.

Student Branch
Activities

Computer Science Games

Several IEEE student members recently
attended an academic competition in
Montreal.  From March 5-7th, Sheldon
Andrews, Geoffrey Holden, and
Jonathan Anderson took part in the 2004
Computer Science Games being held at
McGill University.  They were members
of a team of eight students representing
Memorial University and were
sponsored in part by the local IEEE
Newfoundland section.  Other sponsors
for the team included Memorial
University’s Faculty of Engineering and
Faculty of Science, Memorial University
Student Affairs, Cathexis Innovations,
and Lotek Wireless.

The team placed very well at the
competition taking first place in the Web
Design event, first place in Software
Debugging event, fourth place in the
Shell Scripting event, fourth place in the
Trivia event, and first place in Team
Improvisation event.  This is the second
year that the competition has been held
and the second time that Memorial
University has sent a team to the
competition.  The number of schools
attending the competition had grown
since last year, attracting twenty-six
teams from schools across Canada and
the United States.  The event will
continue next year, hosted by another
school.
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Student Branch Report

This semester was a pivotal one for the
MUN Student Branch of the IEEE. By
far the most significant event of the
semester was the relocation of the
McNaughton Centre.  Memorial's
McNaughton Centre has allowed
students an environment and equipment
in order to support audio and acoustic
projects.  The new location is larger than
our last office and is suitably furnished
for project workspace.

The  branch also hosted several
events. A few souls braved a stormy
winter night to attend our
Student/Industry Night, and IEEE Night
was widely acclaimed as successful. The
former was largely paid for by hot dog
lunches and the sale of Structured
Programming notes (thanks go to Dr.
Peters and Prof. Bruce-Lockhart). The
latter was a farewell event to the
graduating class.

Membership
Development

In the past few months, improved
membership results continue for IEEE
internationally. By the end of March,
total IEEE membership reached 315,095,
which is 2.2% increase over March of
last year. High Grade memberships,
including Fellow, Sr. Member, Member,
and Associate Member, are up 1.1%
(2,806 members) over last year and
student memberships are up by 4,093
(+7.4%) over a year ago. For IEEE
Canada (Region 7), total members
increased from 12,742 to 13,245, which
is 3.9% increase over the past year. High
Grade memberships gained
by 3.2% (from 9,693 to 10,002) and
sudent members increased from 3,049 to
3,242 (6.4%). For Newfoundland and
Labrador Section, our senior members
increased by 9.09% and members
increased by 8.77%, even though there is
2.08% drop for student members.
Currently, our section has a total of 125
members, including 1 Life Fellow, 1
Fellow, 12 Senior Members, 1 Life
Member, 62 Members, 1 Associate
Member, and 47 student members.

Those in arrears can renew online at the
following URL:
http://www.ieee.org/recovery

Section Executive for
2004

Chair Mike Janes
Aliant
mike.janes@ieee.org

Past Chair Dennis Peters
MUN
dpeters@engr.mun.ca

Vice-Chair Kathleen Chafe
Coast Guard
chafek@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Treasurer Paul Thorburn
NRC IMD
paul.thorburn@nrc.ca

Secretary Brenda Coombes
ICAN
bcoombes@ican.nf.net

Technical
Activities

Gerard Dunphy
Hydro
g.dunphy@ieee.org

Membership
Development

Cheng Li
MUN
licheng@engr.mun.ca

Awards and
Scholarships

Eric Gill
MUN
egill@engr.mun.ca

Newsletter Mike Janes
Aliant
mike.janes@ieee.org
Kathleen Chafe
Coast Guard
chafek@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Student
Activities

Vlasta Masek
MUN
masek@engr.mun.ca

IEMC 2005
Conference
liason

Kathleen Chafe
Coast Guard
chafek@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

WebMaster Dennis Peters
MUN
dpeters@engr.mun.ca
Yves Fontaine
Bell Canada
y.fontaine@ieee.org

Student
Branch Chair,
Society A

Jonathan Anderson
MUN
anderson@engr.mun.ca

Student
Branch Chair,
Society B

Scott Humber
MUN
humber@engr.mun.ca

We’ve Moved!

Please update your bookmarks to our
new URL:
www.ieee.org/newfoundland_labrador

Perhaps the most obvious physical
artifact associated with an IEEE Section
is its web page, and so changing URL is
not an insignificant event. This move
puts our main section web-page in the
ieee.org domain, which will allow us to
provide better coordination of section
services with those provided by other
levels of the IEEE hierarchy. There have
been a few changes in page structure and
presentation to bring these in line with
IEEE standards, but these are fairly
minor in nature.  Those who are
concerned about congestion on the data
highways will be pleased to know that
much of the bulkier content is still
hosted locally -- thanks to the Student
Branch for their help -- but this should
be transparent to the users.

We are working on having the old URL
redirected to point to this new page, but
due to the labour difficulties at Aliant
this is not expected to happen soon.

IEEE :
Networking The World…


