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UPCOMING EVENTS

NECEC 2003

Wednesday, Nov 12, 2003
Location: Holiday Inn, St. John’s

As we go to press the 13th annual
Newfoundland Electrical and Computer
Engineering Conference (NECEC 2003)
is shaping up to be a resounding success.
It is a great testimony to the strength and
diversity of the research and
development community in
Newfoundland and Labrador.

The aim of NECEC 2003 is to provide a
one-day forum where professionals in
electrical, electronic, computer
engineering and information
technologies can present their work to
the growing technical community within
the province.

There are about forty technical papers to
be presented in a broad range of areas.
In addition, we have two distinguished
guest speakers.  The keynote speaker is
Mr. Steve Rosenberg, Systems
Engineering Manager for Cisco Systems
in Canada.  Mr. Rosenberg will share
insights on the development and
deployment of Alberta’s SuperNet.  The
initiative is designed to put rural
communities on an equal footing with
urban areas in terms of
telecommunications infrastructure.  In
addition to describing the project from a

technology perspective, Mr. Rosenberg
will highlight some of the political and
business issues involved.  Given Atlantic
Canada’s geography, and Newfoundland
and Labrador’s in particular, the
presentation should be very informative
and worthwhile

The luncheon presentation will be given
by Mr. Byron Dawe, President of Rutter
Technologies.  Rutter Technologies is
one of Newfoundland and Labrador’s
(and Atlantic Canada’s) most prominent
success stories.  Mr. Dawe will provide
an overview of the industry in which
Rutter Technologies operates as well as
some background on the strategy behind
their recent acquisitions.

Also at lunch, the Section will be
awarding two awards that were first
introduced last year: the "NECEC 2002
Wally Read Best Student Paper Award"
and the "NECEC 2002 Wally Read Best
GOLD Paper Award", which will both
be presented by Dr. Read. These awards
are for the papers judged to be best and
that are primarily authored by student or
GOLD (Graduate of the Last Decade)
members of the IEEE.

NECEC’s continued success depends
upon the substantial effort contributed by
volunteers.  David Tilley of Aliant
chaired the Organizing Committee, who,
together with other helping hands, have
put in many hours of effort to pull this
together and we thank them.

We are also very thankful for the support
from our many corporate sponsors,
especially our Gold level sponsors:
Aliant and Cisco Systems, and from
Memorial University of Newfoundland,
which is a co-sponsor of this conference.

Proceeds from this annual conference
have been instrumental in endowing two
IEEE Scholarships, which are awarded
to students in Terms III and VI of the
Electrical Engineering or Computer
Engineering program at MUN.

Registration information, a schedule of
presentations, other conference details
and information on the IEEE Scholarship
can be viewed on-line at
http://www.ieee.nfld.net/NECEC03/

NF & Lab IEEE Section Annual
General Meeting (AGM)

Thursday, December 4, 2003
Location:, S. J. Carew Building, MUN
Time:  7:00 p.m. start

IEEE members are invited to attend our
upcoming AGM.

Officer elections will be held this year.
Please see the article on Section Officer
Elections later in this newsletter.

In addition, we have posted Section
bylaw revisions on our website

Highlights Upcoming
Awards and Scholarships
Annual Lobster  Boil

NECEC 2003 Conference
Annual General Meeting
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http://www.ieee.nfld.net which will be
voted on at this meeting.

In addition, this will be the section’s last
technical meeting for 2003.  The guest
speaker has yet to be finalized but
promises to be interesting as always.

A wine and cheese reception will follow.
We hope to see you there!

International Engineering
Management Conference
(IEMC)

September 11-13, 2005
Location: Fairmont Hotel, St. John’s

Since our proposal to host the 2005
International Engineering Management
Conference (IEMC) in St. John’s has
been approved, the planning committee
has been working on preparations for
this prestigious conference.  This large
conference is affiliated with the
Engineering Management Society
(EMS) of IEEE.

We would encourage any interested
members to become involved in this
initiative.  If you would like to find out
more about IEMC and EMS, you can
find information at
http://ewh.ieee.org/soc/ems/. To become
involved in planning activities, please
contact either Charles Randell
(Charles.Randell@c-core.ca) or
Kathleen Chafe (chafek@ieee.org).

RECENT EVENTS

Region 7 Meeting

October 4-6, 2002
Toronto, ON

The Fall meeting of IEEE Canada
(Region 7) coincided with the
celebrations of the centenary of the
Toronto Section.  Dennis Peters, as
Section Chair, and Gerard Dunphy, as
Professional Development chair for the
Region, were pleased to represent
the Newfoundland and Labrador Section.

The centenary of a section is a
significant milestone and Toronto
appropriately pulled out all the stops to
host a lavish affair. The celebration
banquet included a multimedia
presentation of Section history as well as
presentations to and by several
significant people in the Section over the
years.  We send our hearty
congratulations to the Toronto Section.

The business component of the meetings,
in addition to the usual discussions
relating to regional activities and
budgets, included a presentation from
IEEE Canada President-Elect Bill
Kennedy outlining his vision for the next
two years.   He is ambitious in his plans
and hopes to implement several changes
in the way things are done at the national
level.   He has asked Wally Read and
Vijay Bhargava to undertake a review of
regional governance.  Bill also intends to
visit every Section during his tenure and
we have tentatively planned for him to
speak at NECEC 2004.

As usual, the Councils held their
meetings coincident with the regional
meeting.  Two significant activities
coming out of the Eastern Canada
Council are discussions of a Council
level chapter of the Oceanic Engineering
Society and a pilot project aimed at
introducing elementary school children
to electrical engineering and the IEEE.
For further information about either of
these activities contact Dennis Peters @
dpeters@engr.mun.ca.

Lobster Boil

June 14, 2003
St. John’s, NL

There was a great turnout to this year’s
annual Lobster Boil (our seminal social
event of the season) which was held at
the Fluvarium in St. John’s.  Attendees
feasted on their choice of steak,
vegetarian, or, of course, lobster.   In
addition, each person also received a
ticket for wine, beer, or spirits to help

wash down the meal or to cheer on the
recipients of the various door prizes
which were handed out at the end of the
meal.

Feedback was quite positive and, as can
be seen from the pictures below,
everyone enjoyed the socializing
component of the event as well as the
food itself.  We hope to see you next
year!

Granite Canal Presentation

September 23, 2003
St. John’s, NL

We recently had one of our best attended
talks in recent memory:
Bob Barnes, P. Eng. from Newfoundland
& Labrador Hydro gave a very
interesting overview of the Granite
Canal Generating Station project. About
26 people attended the presentation and
wine and cheese reception that followed.

Bob discussed the background of the
project, which was commissioned in
August of 2003, and presented a visual
tour of the construction and
commissioning.  He highlighted some of
the challenges that were faced during the
project and outlined how they were
overcome. A lively question and answer
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session followed, complete with door
prizes for some participants.  Informal
discussion continued during the wine
and cheese reception.

We hope that this new level of
attendance represents a trend and look
forward to seeing you all out for our
future events.  If you have any
suggestions please contact Gerard
Dunphy (g.dunphy@ieee.org) or any
member of the Section Executive.

Keep an eye on our website,
www.ieee.nfld.net for details on
technical activities taking place in the
New Year.  Everyone is encouraged to
take a couple of hours to participate in
the activities that the Section organizes.
It’s always an opportunity to learn and
network with your local colleagues.

AWARDS
This academic year is again shaping up
to be both busy and satisfying for the
Awards and Scholarships Committee of
the local IEEE section.  The committee
appreciates all those from university and
industry who have been involved in the
awards process.  While most of our
student-oriented awards and scholarships
will be granted later in the year, we have
received news of significant recognition
nationally and internationally of two
long-standing IEEE members of the
Newfoundland and Labrador Section.

Order of Canada – Dr. Wallace Read

In the late spring of this year, Her
Excellency the Right Honourable
Adrienne Clarkson, Governor General of
Canada, announced 109 new
appointments to the Order of Canada.
One of these was Dr. Wallace Read who
has had a tremendous influence on the
vitality of not only the local
Newfoundland and Labrador Section of
IEEE, but on the IEEE organization
worldwide.

Dr. Read was cited as an executive in the
provincial utilities sector, who headed
the teams responsible for the design and
implementation of new hydroelectric
power plants at Lower Churchill Falls.
He also managed the expansion of
Newfoundland©s power system into the

northern regions of the island. With
steadfast leadership, he played an
instrumental role in the expansion and
modernization of the electricity industry
in Newfoundland and Labrador. In
addition, he served as President of the
Canadian Electricity Association and
IEEE, where his mentoring skills have
benefited the next generation of
engineers.  The local IEEE section, of
which Dr. Read was a founding member
and to whose members he is
affectionately known as “Wally” ,
extends sincerest congratulations on this
tremendous achievement.

Multiple IEEE Awards and
Recognitions – Dr. Aziz Rahman

On July 15, 2003, Dr. Aziz Rahman of
Memorial University’s Faculty of
Engineering and Applied Science and
Fellow of the IEEE became the first
Canadian to receive the IEEE Power
Engineering Society©s (PES) Cyril
Veinott Electromechanical Energy
Conversion Award.  This award is
viewed as the highest honor bestowed by
the PES and it consists of $US5000 and
a plaque.  On October 13, 2003, Dr.
Rahman received the First Prize Paper
Award from the Industrial Automation
and Control Committee of the IEEE
Industry Applications Society (IAS) at
its Annual Board Meeting held in Salt
Lake City.  At the same time, the IAS
presented him with its Outstanding
Service Award and elected him to be one
of 6 Distinguished Lecturers for the
calendar years 2004-2005.
Congratulations Dr. Rahman!

NEW NL Section Award

The IEEE Newfoundland & Labrador
Section is thrilled to announce the very
first recipient of the inaugural “ Marconi
Award for  Outstanding Section
Contr ibution”  to Mr. Douglas Squires.
This award was introduced by the
Section this year to recognize the
outstanding contributions by Mr. Squires
over a great span of years.  Doug is best
known for his fiscal prudence as Section
Treasurer for the last 10 years.

We very much treasure Doug’s
dedicated participation and trust that we

have not seen the last of him or his
valued contributions to our Section.

This meritorious award is being
presented at the 13th Newfoundland
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Conference (NECEC 2003) on
November 12, 2003.  In addition to a
personal plaque for Doug, a perpetual
plaque will be placed in the S.J. Carew
building (Engineering) at MUN, to serve
as an inspiration to future generations.
Congratulations, Doug!

Nominations Requested

Over the years, the Newfoundland and
Labrador Section has been successful in
its nomination of members for a variety
of IEEE awards.  With a changing
executive, it is important that the
membership at large be aware of the
many possibilities of becoming involved
in the awards nomination process so that
deserving members can continue to be
recognized at the local, national and
international levels of the organization.
Should any of the readership be
cognizant of individuals who would be
suitable nominees for such honours,
please e-mail the local Scholarships and
Awards Chairperson at
egill@engr.mun.ca or phone 737-8922
(Eric Gill).  Information about awards
can be found at the following web pages:

IEEE International:
http://www.ieee.org/about/awards/

IEEE Canada:
http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/7/awards/index.html

MEMBERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

We currently have 124 active members
and 35 members currently in arrears.
It’s time to renew your membership for
2004. You can do so online at
http://www.ieee.org/renewal

Also, please see the following URL:
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/m
d/mgm.html for information on the
Member-Get-Member and Student-Get-
Student campaigns which reward IEEE
members for recruiting new members.
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IEEE Fellow Nominating Process
Revisions

At its June 22, 2003, meeting, the IEEE
Board of Directors approved changes in
the Fellow nomination process designed
to assure equal opportunity for election
to IEEE Fellow grade of members with
careers involving the application of
technology.

 The IEEE bylaws were amended to
clarify the eligibility of application
engineers and practitioners and to
establish the realization of significant
value to society standards for evaluating
nominations.  Henceforth, candidates
will be classified as - Research
Engineer/Scientist, Application
Engineer/Practitioner, Technical Leader,
or Educator.

2003 Fellow Committee Chairman Leo
Grigsby has announced that the revised
nomination forms and related
instructions for the March, 2004 through
March, 2005 nomination period – and
for all future Fellow nominations – will
be made available on March 16, 2004.
Clarifying further the previous
statement, only the new forms will be
used and accepted after March, 2004.

The necessary Fellow nomination forms
and instructions will be available March
16, 2004, in both hard copy (from
r.marosy@ieee.org), and in electronic
form via the IEEE web site
(www.ieee.org/fellows).

 A new element to assist the process -
The Fellow Nomination Resource Center
- will be established on a three-year trial
basis early in 2004. It is being
established to assist nominators who are
having difficulty in locating the 5
references required to support a
nomination.

         
IEEE Fellow grade membership is
bestowed by the Board of Directors on
IEEE Senior Members with an
extraordinary record of accomplishment
in any IEEE field of interest.  The
accomplishments honoured shall have
contributed significantly to the
advancement of engineering, science and

technology, bringing the realization of
significant value to society.

Student Branch
Activities

It has been a busy term thus far  for the
IEEE Student Society. The society is
currently in the process of replacing the
student executive, as the current
executive©s term is coming to an end.

The society is working towards
stimulating student involvement in the
IEEE.  The upcoming NECEC
conference will prove to be an excellent
opportunity for students to get out and
meet the electrical and computer
engineering professionals within the
province.

Also, the society is working towards
getting students involved in projects that
are currently underway at Memorial
University.  Recently a proposal was
made for the IEEE Vehicular
Technologies Grant.  This grant will go
towards funding a student project that is
related to the ongoing RAVEN
(unmanned aerial vehicle) Project at
Memorial.  The student project consists
of developing a computer vision payload
for a model unmanned aerial vehicle.
The system has the potential to detect
and track icebergs, oil spills, wildlife,
fish stocks, and various search and
rescue applications.

As well, the society is currently looking
into setting up a biomedical interest
group at Memorial University.  The
IEEE Engineering in Medicine and
Biology Society would provide
interested students at Memorial an
opportunity to access the latest
information related to Biomedical
Engineering as well as the opportunity to
attend conferences related to that field.

SECTION OFFICER
ELECTIONS

The term of the current IEEE NL Section
Executive comes to a close on December
31, 2003.  To that end, a Nominating

Committee, comprised of Mr. Ken Butt,
Mr. Gervase White and Mr. Yves
Fontaine has been approved by the NL
Section Executive Committee.

The slate of nominees offered by this
Nominating Committee is as follows:

Incoming Chair : Mr. Michael Janes
(role accepted, automatic ascendancy
from current Vice-Chair)
Incoming Vice Chair: Ms. Kathleen
Chafe
Incoming Secretary: Ms. Brenda
Coombes
Incoming Treasurer: Mr. Paul
Thorburn

Additional nominations for the last three
positions above are accepted until the
end of day Tuesday, November  25,
2003.  The nomination is by petition;
said petition must be signed by ten or
more voting IEEE NL Section members.
Nominations and associated petitions
must be sent to Yves Fontaine
(y.fontaine@ieee.org) by e-mail.  If
necessary, please contact him at: 709-
739-2722.

The election of the three officers will be
carried out by voting members present at
the Annual General Meeting, to be held
on December 4, 2003.  A plurality of
votes cast shall be necessary for election.

VOLUNTEERS

We would like to take this opportunity to
invite anyone interested in volunteering
some time to the Section to please
contact any executive member: we are
always seeking out new faces, fresh
ideas and novel approaches to serving
our members!

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS

Any event notices, technical information,
potential technical activities or
suggestions and comments are welcome
for Newsletter submission.  Please e-
mail any suggestions to chafek@ieee.org
or mike.janes@ieee.org.


