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Upcoming Events

Annual Lobster Boil

Sat, June 14, 2003 (6:30 for 7:00 PM)
Location:  Fluvarium, St. John's

We would like to extend an invitation to
all of our members to attend our favorite
social event of the year, our annual
lobster boil.  You will have the choice of
steak, vegetarian, or, of course, lobster.
Each person will also receive one ticket
for wine, beer, or spirits.  Door prizes
will be drawn throughout the night.
Pricing for the event is as follows:

 IEEE Member and Guest: $40  
 Non-member and Guest: $60 
 Single: $20 Member, $30 Non-Member

To purchase tickets to this fun-filled
event, please contact any of the Section
executive members.

NECEC 2003

Wed, Nov 12, 2003
Location:  Holiday Inn, St. John’s

Announcing the 13th annual
Newfoundland Electrical and Computer
Engineering Conference (NECEC
2003).  The Newfoundland and Labrador
Section of IEEE holds NECEC in co-

operation with Memorial University of
Newfoundland.

The aim of NECEC 2003 is to provide a
one-day forum where professionals in
electrical, electronic, computer
engineering and information
technologies can present their work to
the growing technical community within
the province.

The NECEC 2003 conference chair is
Dave Tilley from Aliant and the
technical committee chair is Dr. Eric Gill
from the Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science, MUN.

While our keynote speaker has yet to be
confirmed, Bill Kennedy has tentatively
agreed to be our luncheon speaker.  Mr.
Kennedy is the President-Elect of IEEE
Canada and is Principal Engineer with
the Alberta Electric System Operator
(AESO). He has more than 30 years’
experience in electric power systems for
both utility and industrial power systems.
His early experiences consisted of work
on the Nelson River HVDC transmission
system in Manitoba, 500 kV
transmission in Pakistan and 400 kV
transmission in Iran in the 1970s. From
1979 to 1995, he worked for SaskPower
in increasingly responsible positions.  In
addition, he has been associated with the
Transmission Administrator in Alberta
since 1997 and has authored/coauthored
over a dozen papers.

Proceeds from this event and past
conferences are used to sponsor IEEE

scholarships and awards.   The IEEE
Section extends a warm “thank you” to
all of our sponsors, supporters,
presenters, and attendees over the last
thirteen years who have made this event
a success.

Last year’s NECEC conference had
approximately forty technical papers
presented in a broad range of areas.  In
addition, there were two distinguished
guest speakers: Bob Kelly of Voisey's
Bay Nickel Company gave an overview
of this major development in the
morning keynote address and the
luncheon presentation on the topic of
ethics will be given by Dr. Wally Read.

Also at lunch the IEEE Newfoundland
and Labrador Section introduced two
new awards: the "NECEC Wally Read
Best Student Paper Award" and the
"NECEC Wally Read Best GOLD Paper
Award", which were both presented by
Dr. Read. These awards are for the
papers judged to be best that are
(primarily) authored by student or
GOLD (Graduate of the Last Decade)
members of the IEEE.  Last year’s
recipients were GOLD: Steven Taylor,
Mark Simms, Dr. Siu O'Young and Dr.
Neil Bose for their paper entitled
"Distributed Embedded Modular
Architecture (DEMA) for Autonomous
Underwater Vehicle (AUV) Control
Systems" and Student: Christopher Whitt
and Dr. Cecilia Moloney for their entry
entitled "Numerical Optimization for
Loudspeaker and Microphone Arrays".

Highlights Upcoming
25th Anniversary of Local Section
Awards

Annual Lobster Boil
NECEC 2003 Conference
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2003 winners will be announced at this
year’s conference.

Registered conferees will be provided
with lunch, refreshment breaks, and
conference proceedings on compact disc.
Registration information and other
conference details as well as information
on the IEEE Scholarship and NECEC
paper awards can be viewed on-line at
http://www.ieee.nfld.net/NECEC03/.

IEMC
September 11-13, 2005
Location: Fairmont Hotel, St. John’s

We are extremely pleased to announce
that our proposal has been approved to
host the 2005 International Engineering
Management Conference (IEMC) in St.
John’s.  This large conference is
affiliated with the Engineering
Management Society (EMS) of IEEE.
We would encourage any members to
become involved in this initiative.  If you
would like to find out more about IEMC,
EMS, or become involved in planning
activities, please contact either Charles
Randell (Charles.Randell@c-core.ca) or
Kathleen Chafe (chafek@ieee.org).

Recent Events

IEEE Region 7 Meetings

May 2 – 5, 2003
Location:  Montreal

The spring meeting of Region 7 (IEEE
Canada) Executive, which includes the
Chair of each Section in the region, was
recently held in Montreal.  Dennis Peters
and Kathleen Chafe were pleased to take
part in these meetings on behalf of our
Section.  Some highlights are provided
below.

The region will support the Quebec
Section in its very strong bid to host the
2008 IEEE Section's Congress in Quebec
City, which will be celebrating its 400th

anniversary that year.

The Newfoundland and Labrador
Section was presented with a banner
from IEEE Canada that commemorates

the 25th anniversary of our Section.
Although we had operated during 1974
through 1978 as a sub-section of the
Canadian Atlantic Section, we became
an independent Section in December of
1978 under the chairmanship of Frank
Smith. A full list of all of the past chairs
of our Section can be found in the
history section of the IEEE Canada web-
site (www.ieee.ca).

Dr. Dennis Peters receives banner from
IEEE Canada President Dr. Mo El-

Hawary

Co-located with the R7 meeting was a
meeting of the Regional Activities
Board (RAB) of IEEE, which includes
directors from all 10 regions, so we had
the opportunity to meet and hear
presentations by the IEEE president,
Michael Adler as well as two candidates
for President Elect, Cleon Anderson and
Michael Lightner. (Vijay Bhargava has
withdrawn his candidacy due to his work
commitments.) Members are encouraged
to exercise their right to vote when the
packages are mailed out in the Fall.

Also coinciding with the R7 meeting was
a meeting of the Eastern Canada
Council, composed of the Sections east
of Ottawa.  Kathleen Chafe has been
elected to the role of Treasurer of the
ECC and attended in that capacity. The
ECC executive participated in a pre-
college education awareness workshop
given by Douglas Gorham, the program
manager, details of which are provided
later in this newsletter.

The next regional meeting will be held
October 3-5 in Toronto.

Annual General Meeting

December 5, 2002
Location:  EN4002, S. J. Carew
Building, MUN

Fifteen members attended our annual
general meeting.  We enjoyed a very
interesting presentation by Sheldon
Andrews concerning the year’s activities
undertaken by the Student Branch of the
IEEE Newfoundland and Labrador
Section.   This was followed by a tour of
the McNaughton Centre where attendees
were impressed with the Centre’s
acoustic capabilities.

The Section was also delighted to have
Dr. Mo El-Hawary give a spirited
presentation on the current
organizational structure of IEEE as well
as a review of the history of IEEE.

After the presentation members of the
executive gave reports on their activities
over the past year.  Doug Squires was
congratulated and thanked for his
extremely valuable service on the
Executive over the past ten years and it
was announced that Paul Thorburn
would be replacing Doug as the
Section’s Treasurer for 2003.

Technical Sessions

Pre-College Engineering
Awareness Workshop

On Wednesday, May 7, the IEEE
Newfoundland and Labrador Section
offered a workshop on Pre-College
Engineering Awareness.  This half-day
session was held in MUN’s S.J. Carew
building on their St. John’s campus and
included lunch.  The workshop was led
by Dr. Douglas Gorham, Ed. D.,
Manager of Pre-College Education for
the IEEE Educational Activities Board.

This was Dr. Gorham’s last stop in a
series of sessions held this month for the
Eastern Canada Council (ECC).  His first
port of call was in Montreal on May 2, to
mesh with IEEE Canada’s Spring
Meeting.  All ECC attendants were
present for this training.  Dr. Gorham
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also presented the workshop in Halifax
on May 5 and in Fredericton on May 6.

The intent of this program is ultimately
to engage “champions” within the
Section who will in turn develop
collaborations with their local pre-
university community to promote
engineering and science.  In St. John’s
six people attended the workshop,
including MUN faculty and graduate
students as well as members from
industry.  The target audience is pre-
university students, ranging from
elementary through to high school.  The
intent is for these champions to work
with School Board program directors
and chairs, as well as motivated teachers,
to enhance science and hands-on
learning for their students.  In this
manner it is hoped that students will
develop an enhanced appreciation for
technology in general and engineering in
particular.

The workshop was well received and
sets the stage to elevate this to the next
level: creating a concerted approach
within our Section in accessing the
School Board primes to advance the
message.  The ECC, through Student
Activities chair Ferial El-Hawary,
showed great leadership in coordinating
this opportunity and thereby leading the
rest of the country.  We truly appreciate
the involvement of the six volunteers,
their employers for providing the time,
MUN for the space and Dr. Gorham for
an interesting presentation.

For more information on this program
you can refer to:
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/eab/pr
ecollege/tispt/index.htm

Other Technical Activities

IEEE Newfoundland & Labrador Section
presented a full slate of activities in the
first half of 2003 and the fall promises to
be just as active, beginning in September
after the summer hiatus with a wine and
cheese.  Stay tuned for further details
later in the summer.

In January we kicked off the year with a
fascinating tour of Newtech Instruments’
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility.

The tour, presented by Gervase White
and Gordon Breen of Newtech, featured
an overview presentation on the
company followed by a tour of the plant
floor.  It was a great introduction to a
local leader in the design and
manufacture of world-class products.

In February, another tour, this time with
a nautical twist – a tour of  the Canadian
Coast Guard’s South Side Regional
Operations Centre for a view of the
technologies used in Coast Guard
operations followed by a tour of the
bridge of one of the Coast Guard's state
of the art patrol vessels.

The next activity was in April, when the
annual IEEE Student Paper night was
held at Memorial University.  This event
is always well-attended, and with good
reason.  The technical excellence of the
student papers increases every year.

There is no technical activity in June,
owing to the annual Lobster Boil and
there will be no tours in July or August
as we take a break for the summer.  We
would encourage all members to
participate in the fall activities.  They are
presented for your benefit and are free of
charge (with the occasional exception).
They are a great way to network with
your colleagues while at the same time
engaging in an informal learning
experience.  Why not take the time, if
you already haven’t, to participate in
some of the upcoming technical
activities?  Or, if you have an idea for a
tour or presentation you would like to
conduct for the membership, we would
be delighted to hear from you.  Contact
Gerard Dunphy at 737-1323 or by e-mail
at g.Dunphy@ieee.org.

Students Represent
Memorial at Computer
Science Games

What would it be like if techno geeks
had their own version of the Olympic
Games?  It would probably be a lot like
the Computer Science (CS) Games. For
the duration of the second weekend in
March, five Computer Science and
Engineering students from Memorial

University headed to Montreal to
compete in the first ever CS Games
hosted by McGill University. This
interdisciplinary competition focused on
bringing together Computer Science and
Engineering students and challenging
their cognitive thinking and
programming skills.

The team, consisting of Sheldon
Andrews, Geoffrey Holden, Tom Smyth,
Jon Anstey, and Jeremiah McCarthy,
placed very well in several events.
Taking second place in the Web-page
Design and Shell Scripting events, and
first place in a Logic Event #1, the team
earned a third place overall standing in
the academic portion of the Games.  The
eighteen other universities that attended
the Games offered stiff competition.
Computer Science and Engineering
students from across Canada and the
United States came out to represent their
schools at this pioneering competition.

Two of the team members, Sheldon and
Geoffrey, are student IEEE members and
received support to travel to the games
from the IEEE Newfoundland and
Labrador Section.  Other sponsors for
the team included Memorial University’s
Computer Science and Engineering
departments, and Cathexis Innovations, a
local technology firm.  Participation of
these students at the CS Games would
not have been possible without this
sponsorship. Congratulations to the team
for their success at the Games!

Awards

The academic year 2002-2003 has been
again a busy and satisfying one for the
Awards and Scholarships Committee of
the local IEEE Section.    The committee
appreciates all those from the university
community and industry who have been
involved in making some often-difficult
decisions in determining appropriate
recipients of the varied honours.  The
awards and recipients are highlighted
below.  The Section extends hearty
congratulations to all award winners.
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Term 3 and Term 6
Electrical/Computer
Engineering Scholarships

One of the many ways in which the
Newfoundland and Labrador Section
supports and encourages student
involvement in IEEE activities is by
means of scholarships offered to eligible
individuals in Term 3 and Term 6 of the
Electrical or Computer Engineering
Programs at Memorial University.
These scholarships, in addition to
increasing student interest in IEEE, are
intended to aid promising students in
their ability to succeed at the
undergraduate level while encouraging
them to think seriously about their
professional goals.  The awards, valued
at $1000, are administered by Memorial
University in the fall of each academic
year and applications should be made to
the Awards Chair, Newfoundland and
Labrador Section by October 1.  Details
may be found on the Section’s website.

This year’s recipient of the Term 3
Scholarship was Mr. Michael Burton.
Michael holds the position of Treasurer
for the IEEE Student Branch, Society
‘A’.   In spite of only having joined the
IEEE in January 2002, he has already
been involved in several fundraisers as
well as in the maintenance of the
McNaughton Centre.  In his first worked
term, he was involved with The
Teaching Machine project being
developed by members of the
engineering faculty at Memorial.
Michael is pursuing a degree in
Computer Engineering and remains
committed to the IEEE Student Branch.

Unfortunately, in the fall of 2002, no
eligible candidates were available for the
Term 6 Scholarship competition.

Term 8 Student Project Awards

The IEEE offers a variety of awards
related to the final-year projects of the
Electrical/Computer Engineering
graduating class.  Awards are presented
for both Best Project Demonstrations
and Best Oral Presentations.  Depending
on the category, decisions are reached
based on peer, industry, and academic
evaluations.  This year several of the

projects were of a very high calibre.
Winners along with project titles were:

Best Demonstrations

Michael Snow  – Design of a Hybrid
Energy System

Geoff Power  – Harmonic Analysis and
Comparison of Vacuum-Tube versus
Solid State  Distortion

David Green  – Affordable and Verified
Fencing Box

Tim Harrington (honourable mention) –
An Interactive Guitar Tutoring Program

Best Presentations

Rose Wilson (1st Prize) – A Neonatal
Resuscitation Tool for Palm OS

Geoff Power (2nd Prize) – Harmonic
Analysis and Comparison of Vacuum-
Tube versus  Solid State Distortion

Dawn Layden (3rd Prize) – Power
System Dynamic Performance
Enhancement Using  Flexible AC
Transmission System Devices

Convocation Award

This award, which consists of a
certificate and a cash prize, is presented
at the Spring Convocation to a
graduating student in the Faculty of
Engineering and Applied Science
(Electrical or Computer Engineering
Program) who has had a consistently
good academic record in the professional
courses required for the degree and who
has made a significant contribution to the
Faculty and to the IEEE student branch.
This year’s recipient is Ms. Lori Hogan,
a Computer Engineering Graduate.  Ms.
Hogan served as vice-chair of the
Student Branch, Society B, for two
years.  She has been actively involved in
promoting events which allow local
businesses to interact with the
engineering student body.  She has
regularly attended IEEE technical
meetings and twice represented the
Branch at national leadership
conferences.  Additionally, Ms. Hogan
has maintained a high academic standing

throughout her programme and is now
pursuing graduate studies in the Faculty
of Engineering and Applied Science.

Student Branch
Activities

As part of Engineering Week, a crystal
radio competition was held at the Avalon
Mall. Radio kits were supplied to several
schools in the St. John's area and Darren
Neary, a student from O'Donnell High
School won the top prize. His radio was
in the design of a spray painted model
truck. We hope to make this competition
a regular part of the Engineering Week
activities.

Future Engineer? Engineering Week at Avalon
Mall

Membership
Development

We currently have 106 active members,
40 members in arrears, and 111
delinquent members (have not paid dues
in past 1 to 3 years).Those in arrears can
renew online at the following URL:
http://www.ieee.org/recovery

Also, please see the following URL:
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/m
d/mgm.html for information on the
Member-Get-Member campaign which
rewards members for recruiting new
members.

IEEE :
Networking The World…


