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Maurice Tuff presents his “PC Home
Security System” paper

MUN-IEEE Night 2001

The annual "IEEE Night" at MUN
Engineering, during which the students
in the graduating class demonstrate their
senior design projects, was held on April
5th this year and was by all accounts a
roaring success.

In the afternoon the students
demonstrated their projects to teams of
judges, who later put their heads together
to select the top three demonstrations
($100 prizes), as follows (in alphabetical
order): Andrew Cook - "Implementation
of Data Encryption Standard for the
Chameleon CS2112 Reconfigurable
Communications Processor"; Jason
Sparkes - "Design of an SVC for Power
Quality Improvement"; and Maurice
Tuff  - "PC Home Security System".  The
judges also felt that several other
students deserved honourable mention

for their commendable efforts: Lisa
Pearcey; David Yanchus; Raymond
Pretty; Baxter Smith; and Merle
Pittman.

In the evening three students (selected
based on their presentations given the
previous week) gave presentations about
their projects. These presentations were
judged by a panel of judges who ranked
them in the following order: 1st ($250)
Merle Pittman  - "Web-Submit: Online
Assignment Submission/Management
System"; 2nd ($150) Maurice Tuff  - "PC
Home Security System"; and 3rd ($100)
Jason Rhinelander - "Measuring
Cardiac Output with Improved Patient
Diagnostic Efficiency".

The evening also allowed time for
members and the public to view the
impressive array of project
demonstrations, followed by
refreshments and presentation of prizes
to the winners.  Congratulations to all the
participants for a job well done!

We're very grateful to the dedicated
volunteer judges who took time out from
their own busy schedules to take part in
this event. The demonstration judges
were: D. Howse (CCMC); B. Jeyasurya
(MUN); D. Squires (IEEE NF-Lab); R.
Venkatesan (MUN); B. Sinha (MUN);
D. Peters (MUN); J. Swamidas
(INSTRUMAR); G. White (Newtech
Instruments); J. Casey (Newfoundland

Power); E. Gill  (MUN); K. Butt
(LoTek); T. Norvell (MUN); J. Pitt
(Aliant Telecom); and C. Warren
(Newfoundland & Labrador Hydro).
The presentations were judged
by Patricia Lefeuvre (iSYS Solutions);
Kathleen Chafe (Canadian Coast
Guard); and Yves Fontaine (Aliant
Telecom). Also, a big thanks to Yves
Fontaine for organizing these judges.

TECHNICAL MEETINGS
1st half of 2001

We are maintaining an active schedule of
regular technical meetings intended to be
of interest to a wide cross-section of our
membership.  Some of the recent
technical meetings are listed.  If you
have any suggestions for meeting topics,
speakers or tours please feel free to pass
them along to Todd Hynes at
thynes@newfoundlandpower.com or
737-2934, or through any member of
your section executive.

 Wednesday, February 7, 2001
Tour of Telepix Imaging Inc.
Location: 50 Harbour Drive
Hosts: Steve Henning, Neil Riggs, Bill
O'Keefe, David Somers, and Dionne
Rodrigues

Telepix specializes in digital photo
production infrastructure, online photo
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networks, and photo e-commerce. By
integrating a scalable, integrated solution
of hardware, software and services,
Telepix assists photo retailers to gain a
foothold in the rapidly growing online
photofinishing business. Based in St.
John's, Newfoundland, with European
operations in London, England, Telepix
is a member of the Gretag Imaging
Group which is the world's leading
provider of photofinishing and imaging
equipment and systems.

Good turnout at the Telepix tour

Thursday, March 8, 2001
Tour of C-Core
Location: Bartlett Building, MUN
Hosts: Charles Randell, Ray Gosine,
Jamie King, Des Power, Kelley Lane,
and Ian Durdle

C-CORE is a leading Canadian research
and development corporation. Started in
1975 as a research institute, it has
evolved into an independent center with
a multi-disciplinary staff of 55 engineers
and support personnel. This year C-
CORE conducted over $5M in contract
work, 92% of which was outside
Newfoundland and 47% outside of
Canada.

The C-CORE team has internationally
recognized expertise in the areas of:

• Intelligent Systems,
• Remote Sensing,
• Geotechnical Engineering and

Centrifuge Modelling, and
• Ice Engineering.

Monday, May 14, 2001
Tour of Institute for Marine Dynamics
Location: IMD Building, MUN
Host: Jim Millan

The Institute for Marine Dynamics
(IMD) was established in 1985 to
provide innovative solutions and
technical expertise in support of
Canadian ocean technology industries.
IMD has established a worldwide
reputation for the excellence of its work,
building an impressive record of
collaborative and contractual research
and a history of solid scientific
achievement.

Typical model testing projects that IMD
has been involved with over the years
include:

• America's Cup yacht testing,
• Terra Nova FPS,
• Hibernia Platform,
• Canadian Patrol Frigates,
• Submarines,
• Lifeboats and evacuation

systems.

UPCOMING EVENTS

IEEE Annual Lobster Boil

       Date:  Friday, June 15, 2001
       Time:  6:30 for 7:30 PM
       Location: Fluvarium, 5 Nagle’s

Place, Pippy Park

The menu will include steak, vegetarian
and, of course, lobster.  Wine will be
served with the meal and there will also
be a cash bar for other refreshments.
Pricing for the event is as follows:

 IEEE Member and Guest: $ 30
 Non-member and Guest: $ 50
 Single: $ 15 Member, $ 25 non-member

Buy your tickets early before the
stampede: contact any of the section
executive members.  Below is a snapshot
of last year’s festivities.

So, please come on out to see friends and
associates from your Section and
community in a very informal setting at
what has become the seminal event on
the IEEE social calendar.

Conference on the History
of Telecommunications

July 25 – 27, 2001

The IEEE History Committee and the
IEEE History Center at Rutgers
University are organizing a conference
on the history of telecommunications to
be held at Memorial University of
Newfoundland in St. John’s on July 25 –
27, 2001.

The workshop-style conference will
bring together rare individuals who have
had a hand in both history and
engineering, engineers with an interest in
history, and historians with an interest in
engineering.  The conference will also
bring together an unusual mix of
historians ranging from cultural
historians to business historians to
historians of science.  As such, it will
foster exchange not only between the
two cultures of science and humanities
but also within those cultures.

In addition to events commemorating
Marconi, on the final afternoon of the
conference there will be an excursion to
the Heart’s Content cable station where
the first successful trans-Atlantic cable
landed on July 27th, 1866.

Additional information on the
conference can be found at
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/hist
ory_center/cht2001.html.

Wireless Vision
A Global Congress

September 26 – 28, 2001

This is a high-level three-day conference
being held in St. John’s from September
26th to 28th.  The objective of the
conference is to bring together those who
shape the development of wireless
technology and those who can most use
its innovations and efficiencies. The
focus is on looking ahead and choosing
the best path.
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The Congress’s headline events begin
with a live/wireless keynote address by
author and futurist Sir Arthur C. Clarke,
to which Canadian astronaut Marc
Garneau provides an introduction and
conclusion from the podium in St.
John’s.

Subsequent keynote speakers include
Jean C. Monty, Chairman and CEO -
Bell Canada Enterprises, Frank Plastina,
President - Nortel Networks’ Wireless
Internet, Carol Stephenson, President
and CEO - Lucent Technologies Canada,
and Hamadoun I. Touré, Director -
International Telecommunications
Union’s Telecommunications
Development Bureau.

The Congress has been designed,
however, not as a venue for “talking
heads” or product-focussed promotion,
but as a forum for exploration and
dialogue.  Additional information on the
conference can be found at
http://www.wirelessvision.nf.ca/.

NECEC 2001
An Engineering Odyssey

Tuesday, November 13, 2001

The aim of the Newfoundland Electrical
and Computer Engineering Conference
(NECEC) is to provide a forum where
professionals in electrical, electronic,
computer engineering and information
technologies can present their work to
the growing technical community within
the province. The conference will focus
on technical concepts, innovations and
implementations.

Past conferences have been very
successful in bringing together the
Newfoundland scientific research and
technical development community.  At
the 2001 conference our objective is to
facilitate greater industrial participation
through increased paper presentations on
local industry projects and technical
activities.

The conference this year will again
include lunch, a conference record on
CD-ROM, and a wine and cheese
closing reception (cash bar).  The
conference will be held on Tuesday,
November 13, 2001, at the Battery Hotel

near Signal Hill where Guglielmo
Marconi received the first trans-Atlantic
radio signal.

The conference will be eligible for
APEGN Professional Development

Hours

The conference chair for NECEC 2001 is
Frank Davis who is well known within
the technical and business communities
of Newfoundland & Labrador as well as
the rest of Atlantic Canada.  Dennis
Peters of the Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science of MUN is the technical
chair for this 11th annual NECEC
conference.

NECEC 2001 Important Dates:
Friday, August 17 - Deadline for receipt
of abstracts
Friday, September 7 - Notification of
acceptance
Friday, October 19 - Deadline for copy-
ready paper
Wednesday, November 13 - NECEC
2001 Presentation Day

Everyone is encouraged to participate to
make this yet another successful
conference.  In addition, look to
www.ieee.nfld.net for the latest
concerning conference details as they
unfold.

IEEE SECTION
EXECUTIVE

The 2001 IEEE Newfoundland and
Labrador Section Executive is comprised
of the following members and functions:

• Yves Fontaine, Chair, Aliant
Telecom

• Dennis Peters, Vice-Chair &
Webmaster, Faculty of Engineering
and Applied Science, MUN

• Doug Squires, Treasurer, IEEE
Executive

• Mike Janes, Secretary & Newsletter
Editor, Aliant Telecom

• Todd Hynes, Technical Activities,
Newfoundland Power

• Siu O'Young, Student Activities &
2001 Conference Coordinator,
Faculty of Engineering and Applied
Science, MUN

• Kathleen Chafe, Membership
Development, Bylaws, and
Newsletter Editor; Canadian Coast
Guard

• Eric Gill , Awards and Scholarships,
Faculty of Engineering and Applied
Science, MUN

• Active representation from the IEEE
Student Section.  Many thanks to
Brian Kidney  and Terry Hussey
for their efforts over the past year.

IEEE Senior Membership

IEEE's Senior Member is a grade of
distinction, representing peer recognition
of a member for professional and
technical knowledge and performance at
a level significantly above that of the
average engineering/scientific
professional.   It is the highest
membership grade for which a member
can apply.  There are 12 Senior Members
within the Newfoundland & Labrador
section of IEEE.  Below are eight Senior
Members displaying their Senior
Member plaques at last November’s
IEEE annual general meeting.

What are the benefits?
• The professional recognition for

technical and professional
excellence.

• An attractive fine wood and bronze
engraved Senior Member plaque to
proudly display.

• Up to $25.00 gift certificate toward
one new Society membership.

• A letter of commendation to your
employer on the achievement of
Senior member grade (upon the
request of the newly elected Senior
Member.)

• Announcement of elevation in
Section/Society and/or local
newsletters, newspapers and notices.

• Can serve as Reference for Senior
Member applicants.
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Who can become a Senior Member?
• Anyone with 10 years in the

profession (not 10 years of IEEE
membership.) Your educational
experience is counted towards this
10-year requirement as follows:
• 3 years for a BS Degree
• 4 years for an MS Degree
• 5 years for a Ph. D.

• Show 5 years of significant
performance.

• Have three IEEE Senior Member or
Fellow references.

• Be nominated by a Senior Member
or Fellow from a Section or Society,
which counts as one of the required
references.

The Senior Member application form
and further detailed information is
available on the IEEE website at
http://www.ieee.org/organizations/rab/m
d/smelev.htm.

New Senior Members will be
recognized at NECEC 2001 in an

awards ceremony during which they
will receive a Senior Member plaque

from IEEE.

Please contact Kathleen Chafe, IEEE
Executive Committee Membership
Development Chair, at chafek@dfo-
mpo.gc.ca or 772-4651 for assistance.

Marconi Student Contest

To commemorate the 100th anniversary
of Marconi’s first trans-Atlantic wireless
transmission from Poldhu, Cornwall, to
Cabot Tower in St. John’s, NF, IEEE
Newfoundland and Labrador, with
support from IEEE Region 7, Women in
Science and Engineering (WISE) and the
Provincial Government, are hosting a
contest for high school students in
December.

Students will use a project kit provided
by IEEE to design a wireless
communication system and attempt to
receive “IEEE” in Morse code as reliably
as possible.  Our primary objective for
this project is to introduce high school
students to the field of electrical and
electronic engineering and to the IEEE
by hosting an event that is fun,
educational, and that has an historical

basis.  MUN engineering and high
school students will be helping to
organize the event.

For further information, please contact
Siu O’Young, IEEE Executive
Committee Student Activities Chair, at
oyoung@engr.mun.ca, or 737-8345.

IEEE REGION 7 SPRING
MEETING

The IEEE Region 7 (Canada) Spring
Meeting occurred May 11 –13, 2001, at
the Delta Chelsea in Toronto.  This
meeting also provided the opportunity
for the three Canadian Central Councils
(our Section is part of the Eastern
Canada Council) to get together.
Attending these meetings were Yves
Fontaine and Eric Gill of the Nfld & Lab
Section executive.  Also present were
several high-ranking IEEE members
from Regions 1,2 and 3 (U.S.) to add
valued input to our sessions.

Some of the key issues discussed
included:
• IEEE is becoming under-funded.

Approaches to be further analyzed
include an annual fee increase,
reducing or eliminating programs
not sufficiently valuable and
revising the frequency of
publications.

• The Eastern Canada Council is
without funds.  Emergency support
will be provided by its founding
Sections (including ours), but a
better long-term solution was
discussed.

• The IEEE Historical Society
meeting, which is taking place in St.
John’s, NF July 25-27, 2001, has not
received many student papers
consequently Dr. Wally Read was
seeking further returns.

• The Region 7 website is moving
from Canada to Piscataway
(U.S.A.), as a means to reduce cost
and increase integration and
consistency with IEEE international
programs.

• All Council and Section Bylaws are
to be revised by the end of 2001, to
be in alignment with the new

International and Region 7 Bylaws.
To that end, the new ECC Bylaws
have been approved (the first to be
provided in both English and
French), while the NF & Lab
Sections’ are nearing completion.

• Membership in IEEE is not keeping
up with the size of the industry,
therefore there is a need to find
more ways to attract new members.

The Canadian Conference on Electrical
and Computer Engineering (CCECE)
took place for the three days following
this two-day Region 7 meeting.  During
Banquet Night, several awards were
presented:
• The Fessenden Medal to Norman

Toms (CTO Sierra Wireless), for
outstanding contributions to the
technological advancement and
widespread adoption of wireless
data devices and systems.

• The Wallace S. Read Service Award
to Ferial El-Hawary (President of
BH Engineering Syst Ltd & current
Chair of the ECC), for sustained
contributions and service to IEEE
Canada.

• Outstanding Engineer Award to
Ibrahim Gedeon (VP Data Network
Engineering at Nortel Networks),
for leading edge effort in securing a
Nortel Networks global presence in
data networks.

• Outstanding Engineer Educator
Award to Roy Billington
(University of Saskatchewan), for
significant contributions to teaching
and research.

• Eastern Canada Council Merit
Award to Glen Rockett (F.C.
O’Neill, Scriven & Associated Ltd),
for sustained leadership
contributions in Eastern Canada.

• M.B. Broughton Central Canada
Council Merit Award to Ashfaq
Hussain, for resurrecting the IEEE
London Section and for
contributions to the Canadian
Atlantic Section.

• McNaughton Medal to Om Malik
(University of Calgary), for
outstanding contributions in
research and development of digital
and adaptive controllers for power
systems.


